
EAFF held a leadership 

training in Kinshasa—DR 

Congo on 24 to 26 August.  

The Training was attended 

by ten EAFF Board mem-

bers,  communications and 

finance officers from the 

secretariat.  

The key sessions during the 

training included Globaliza-

tion and Worldwide Busi-

ness Trends, Exploring Criti-

cal Strategies Management 

Issues, Strategy and Innova-

tion: Meeting the challenges 

of sustainability, Strategic 

funding opportunities for 

expansion and growth of 

agriculture industry, Corpo-

rate Governance—the Afri-

can experience and growth 

of competence through 

good corporate governance  

practices. 

The EAFF Board  also took 

this opportunity to meets 

with the Minister of Agri-

culture at Grand Hotel 

Kinshasa, where some ad-

vocacy issues were dis-

cussed.  

Management and Leadership Skills 
Training—Kinshasa—DR Congo August 2010 

EAFFF COMRAP Inception Work-

shop September 2010 

The Eastern Africa Farmers’ Federation is an imple-

menting partner of the COMRAP program. Together 

with the Southern Africa Confederation of Agricul-

tural Unions (SACAU), EAFF is one of the two re-

gional farmer organizations from the COMESA re-

gion who have been contracted by ACTESA to imple-

ment the activities that pertain to farmers and farmer 

organizations. This document presents the work-plan 

and budget for EAFF’s activities in 2010. EAFF will 

lead the implementation of the activities pertaining to 

farmer organizations in four countries – Burundi, 

Ethiopia, Rwanda and Uganda. EAFF will work 

closely through her member organizations in these 

countries. A total of seven national farmer organiza-

tions in the four countries organizations will imple-

ment this project.  

EAFF will undertake a series of activities under three 

components (i) financial services (ii) agro-input train-

ing and (iii) seed sector development. Most of the core 

activities under these components will be undertaken 

by the other implementing organizations, and EAFF’s 

role is mainly the mobilization of farmers, awareness 

creation and sensitization to farmers through the 

NFO’s. EAFF held an inception workshop bringing 

together Chief Executive 

Officers and project manag-

ers from the seven national 

farmer organizations to de-

velop a  

The Alliance for Commod-

ity Trade in Eastern and 

Southern Africa (ACTESA) 

organized a series of policy 

seminars on key thematic 

issues over the course of 

three years. The seminars 

are organized under ACT-

ESA’s AAMP program. The  

EAFF Leadership Training 
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Rural Futures Workshop ï an African Dialogue, 9 -10 September 
2010, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia .  The workshop was organized by the 

NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA) together with the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). The CEO Mr. Muchiri 
participated in this workshop which brought together representatives of Re-
gional Economic Communities (RECs), thought leaders and technical manag-
ers with influence on the development, agriculture, environment and climate 
change agenda and decision making in Africa, to reflect on how the major in-
terrelated challenges in these sectors can be addressed and aligned more 
strategically to catalyse rural transformation across the continent. The work-
shop facilitated dialogue that articulated the aspirations and joint action for Af-
ricaôs rural sector.  

mailto:info@eaffu.org


The workshop was officially opened by the 

Hon. Minister of Agriculture in the govern-

ment of Burkina Faso, Dr. Laurent Sedogo. 

The workshop was attended by over 270 par-

ticipants from over 30 countries. Of these, 

there were presentations from 22 African 

countries. In total there were 40 case presenta-

tions including 3 video documentaries (two 

from Uganda, and one from Tunisia). 

ACTESA-AAMP 4th regional, policy seminar and investment meeting, 

Lilongwe, Malawi September 6th to 8th 2010. 

CAADP Africa Forum 2010 (Burkina Faso) October 4th to 8th 2010. 
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Some interesting newsé. 

 

FAO HAS LAUNCHED AN 

ONLINE CROP CALENDAR 

(DATABASE) THAT ADVISES 

WHICH CROPS TO PLANT AND  

WHEN, ACCORDING TO THE 

TYPE OF AGRICULTURAL ZONE 

FROM DRYLANDS TO 

HIGHLANDS.   IT COVERS 43 

MAJOR AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

FOR MORE PLEASE VISIT; 

HTTP://WWW.FAO.ORG/

AGRICULTURE/SEED/

CROPCALENDAR/WELCOME.DO  

The CAADP Africa Forum 2010 was held in Azalai hotel in 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso from October 4th to 8th 2010. For 

the first time, the forum was being led by the Regional Farmer 

Organizations from Africa. The theme for the 2010 Forum was 

―Meeting the Challenges of Climate Change: Strategies of Small-

holder farmers to achieve food security and Income growth in 

Africa‖. The main objectives of the conference were (i) to ex-

change information on existing best practices of farmers adapting 

to, and mitigating against climate change; and (ii) to help farmer 

organizations use the CAADP framework to advance national and regional policy agendas.  

Participants from Eastern Africa Region. 

Water Resource Center—

Burkina Faso 

AAMP program covers seven countries, of which four are EAFF countries – Kenya, 

Ethiopia, Tanzania and Uganda. The theme of the fourth seminar was ―Agricultural Risk 

Management‖. As was the case in previous events, the seminar is structured in three lay-

ers: Policy seminar (Day 1 and 2); Investment conference (Day 3); and Training (Day 4 

and 5). The EAFF invitafor the policy seminar and investment conference. The objec-

tives of the workshop were to (i) to take stock of what has happened and policies have 

worked. For example government policies and modern risk management strategies (most 

of which are in pilot phase), and (ii) to provide technical input to ACTESA to identify 

what ACTESA should do in the area of risk management policy and investments. 

http://www.fao.org/agriculture/seed/cropcalendar/welcome.do
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/seed/cropcalendar/welcome.do
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/seed/cropcalendar/welcome.do


Land and other natural re-

sources are fundamental to 

economic, social cultural and 

the political development of 

nations. Tenure and access to 

these resources is therefore 

of primary importance. As 

global population continues 

to rise much pressure is put 

on these resources. Good 

land governance promotes 

equity, social cohesion, eco-

nomic growth and poverty 

reduction. Weak governance 

on the other hand leads to 

inefficiency in land admini-

stration, poverty and hunger 

and also undermines peace 

and security. 

Efforts to promote good governance of land and natu-

ral resources in the region must keep in mind the need 

for a reasonable interplay between land governance 

and political economies without which there may be a 

breakdown of land administration, inequitable access, 

conflicts and internal displacements. The pursuit of 

good governance practices must also embrace and 

build upon current innovations in land tenure and 

management. Appreciating this, FAO together with a 

number of partners, organized this workshop to de-

velop guidelines on responsible governance of tenure 

of land and other natural resources to assist stated, civil society 

and the private sector to respond to the problems of weak gov-

shaping world trade and the role of the rules-based 

multilateral trading system in contributing to the 

global economic recovery; coherence between the 

WTO and other areas of global governance; and 

looking to the future: what post-crisis agenda for the 

WTO in a shifting-power scenario? In his inaugural 

speech, WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy out-

lined a new world where traditional ways of think-

ing about trade must be re-examined. Lamy painted 

a picture of global trade as a complex network of 

interrelated and interdependent stakeholders. 

The EAFF President Mr. 

Philip Kiriro attended the 

WTO Public Forum in Ge-

neva. The core theme has 

been divided into four sub-

themes, which sessions are 

arranged around: the WTO 

and the players that influence 

the multilateral trading sys-

tem; the economic, political, 

and technological factors 

FAO voluntary guidelines workshop held on September 2010 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia  

ernance in land tenure.  The workshop brought together representatives from governments, development partners, civil society, 

private sector, farmers associations and academia. EAFF was represented during this meeting by their Knowledge Management 

Officer; Ms. Marygoretti Kamau to participate in the formulation of the guidelines. 

Key issues identified during the regional assessment included 

¶ Linkages to regional and national initiatives, emerging challenges and innovation 

¶ Land tenure customary land tenure and administration 

¶ Natural resources tenure (including forestry, fisheries and water) 

¶ Land governance and issues of gender, IDPs and refugees 

¶ Land use planning, urban development and land conversion 

¶ Investment, small scale farming and agriculture. 

¶ Need for capacity building for land institutions and civil society 

A note was made that land grabbing in the context of large scale land acquisitions in the region exists and has indeed adversely 

affected the land rights of some communities. It was however noted that some large scale land acquisitions have been done in 

conformity with due laws and procedures. Small holder farmers should be provided with education and training on managerial 

marketing and negotiation skills in order to help them to produce to modern markets. Large scale agricultural investments 

should be subject to safeguards such that; investments should be carried our in compliance and full respect to international hu-

man rights, recognize all local rights and local knowledge on land, proceedings need safeguards in order to protect the rights of 

women, immigrants and vulnerable or marginalized groups and in terms of their impact on food security. Large scale invest-

ments should not be allowed subject until environmental assessment and environmental sustainability is done to maintain the 

biodiversity. 
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WTO PUBLIC FORUM 2010- in Geneva September - 14th to 17th  



this event which was held in London from 22nd to 25 

September 2010. 

The conference will focus especially on ecological food 
provision and strengthening local food webs as a way to 
achieve a more equitable food system. It will ask how 
European and African regional policies can help realise 
this. This conference will examine UK, European and 
African regional approaches to providing food for the 
majority and how this will be produced and by whom. 
This is in order to improve access to food in ways that 
also secures livelihoods, sustains the environment and 
will help realise peopleôs Right to Food and food sover-
eignty. Speakers included leaders of West, Central and 
East African farmersô regional networks (ROPPA, 
PROPAC, EAAF). Caroline Lucas MP, Prof. Olivier De 
Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
Right to Food, a representative of the European Com-
missionôs Development Division as well as UK/
European NGOs. Securing Future Food: towards ecological 

food provision. UK Food Group 2010 (see: www.ukfg.org.uk)  

 

 
 ñThe worldôs food futures 
are in the balance. Not 
only in regions such as 
sub- Saharan Africa where 
hunger is endemic in 
many countries, but in all 
regions, North and South, 
the sustainability of food 
supplies is threatened. 

The livelihoods of the small-scale food providers who pro-
duce, harvest and collect most of the food we eat, are 
being eliminated. And 
the productive, biodiverse environment and its natural 
wealth, which are used for 
food provision, are becoming increasingly degraded.ò 
 
The UK Food Group organised this EuropAfrica confer-
ence in the run up to World Food Day and the FAO Com-
mittee on World Food Security (CFS) to explore ap-
proaches and models of production that put food for peo-
ple at the centre of policy and practice in both Africa and 
Europe. The CEO of EAFF Mr. Muchiri  participated in 
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Dialogue on Impact of Europe on African Agriculture and Food Security Brussels 16th to 17th 

September.  an internal meeting between the African regional networks and the consortium of 

European CSOs to plan our work for 2011. This meeting was attended 

by Mrs. Annick Sezibera, the Executive Secretary of CAPAD which is a national 

farmers organization in Burundi and a member of EAFF. In her presentation she 

highlighted on the activities of EAFF and reiterated that the activities of the pro-

ject ―Multi country‖ compliments the activities of EAFF. Their execution will 

then make it possible to reach some of the objectives that EAFF and its members 

assigned. For the project Europe Africa 2, it is a continuity and the perpetuation of 

the activities carried out during the project Europe Africa 1.  

Regional Briefing On Land Access, Land Acquisitions And Rural Development: New 

Challenges, New Opportunities Held In Yaounde-Cameroun From 27-28/09/2010. Ms 

Cesarie Kantarama represented EAFF in this meeting. In her report, she This briefing brought to-

gether different stakeholders concerned about land issues to discuss the links between property rights, invest-

ment and economic opportunities I rural areas: Policy and governance on Land acquisition and its contribution 

to development and promotion of responsible agricultural transnational investments. 

The introductory remarks were presented by: Elisabeth Atangana, President, Regional Platform of Central 

African Farmers Organizations (PROPAC); H.E. M. Mateus Paula, Head of EU Delegation in Cameroun; Isolino Boto, Head 

CTA Brussels office who insisted on the context and objectives of the meeting.  

The rest of the briefing was held in Panels: Panel 1: Land Tenure and Rural Development: Key Issues 

Panel 2: Policy and Governance on Land and Forest Resources. Panel 3: Land Acquisition and its Contribution to Devel-

opment. Panel 4: Promotion of Responsible Agricultural Transnational Investments 
She concluded that after the briefing, the participants were determined to add in the land acquisition issue among their top priori-

ties in their respective work fields. It is within this perspective that I met Mr. Michael Taylor from International Land Coalition 

which is an organization that helps on land issues in Asia, Latin America and Africa.  They had been working with ROPPA and 

we agreed that soon they will be extending their activities to other regions starting with EAFF. (the report is on the EAFF web-

site. www.eaffu.org ) 



 

 Global Conference on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change 31 October 

ï 5th November 2010, The Hague 

 

The EAFF President attended the conference on behalf of Eastern Africa Farmers. The 

mounting impact of global food shortages poses an increasing human and international security 

threat to the lives of millions across the world. In order to lift people out of poverty and ensure 

food security, a drastic shift is needed towards a more sustainable, resource-efficient and cli-

mate-smart agriculture. These challenges ahead were discussed at the global Conference. The 

conference aimed to develop a  roadmap with concrete actions linking agriculture-related in-

vestments, policies and measures with the transition to climate-smart growth. But for that to 

happen, coordinated intergovernmental action to start implementing and up-scaling some of the 

successful projects and programmes presented during the conference has to be established.  

In a contribution by Anna Meijer van Putten a researcher based in Amsterdam;  Africa is the only conti-

nent failing to produce enough food to meet its growing population’s consumption needs. It alone has 

failed to see agricultural productivity keep pace with its growing population. Climate change is also 

threatening this continent more than any other. Rising temperatures and changing rainfall patterns will 

have a devastating impact on the livelihoods of its population, 80% of whom – some 500 million people 

south of the Sahara – depend on farming to support and feed their families. Two notions in particular 

stood out in the online discussion blog. First, to fix the roof, we should focus on the smallholder farmer, 

and second, we need to approach food security and climate change in a holistic manner.  
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36th Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 

11th to 16 th October 2010, in FAO Headquarters in Rome. The 
reform aims to strengthen the Committee and to make it the most inclu-
sive international and intergovernmental platform for all stakeholders to 

work together to ensure food security and nutrition for all. The EAFF 
President Mr. Kiriro was a Panelist  for Agenda item : Policy Round 

Table: Land tenure and international investment in agriculture,  This ses-
ǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
of international strategies and voluntary guidelines on food security and nutrition on the basis of best practices, lessons 
learned from local experience, inputs received from the national and regional levels, and expert advice and opinions from dif-
ferent stakeholders.  
The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) was established in 1974 as an intergovernmental body to serve as a forum in the 
United Nations System for review and follow-up of policies concerning world food security including production and physical 
and economic access to food: .Visit the CFS website: www.fao.org/cfs  

 CAADP Value Chains Workshop in Nairobi Oct. 20-22 

The CAADP coordinator in COMESA, the CAADP pillar institutions II and III, and  USAID invited the EAFF 
President Mr. Kiriro  as part of the regional team at a  ñCAADP Workshop  on Program Design and Implemen-
tation with a  Focus on Value Chainsò.  The workshop identified and discussed tools and approaches for effective program 

design and implementation to support both country and regional investment plans. The workshop also focused on a key area that 

is common across all of the investment plans: the improvement of market access by strengthening value chains for selected com-

modities. The CAADP Program Design and Implementation Workshop focused on the inter-connectedness of such factors as 

policy, trade, markets, aggregation, finance, input supply and productivity to achieve sustainable agricultural development. Pri-

orities for improved programming on value chains linked with three cross-cutting themes: improved nutrition and food security, 

gender, and reaching poor, chronically food insecure households. 

The workshop brought together representatives of governments, donors, civil society and the private sector. COMESA, the Afri-

can Union, the CAADP Pillar Institutions for Pillars II and III, and other partners shared their knowledge and experience. Key 

stakeholders in the investment plans discussed emerging best practices and lessons learned in the region, and coordinate strate-
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